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Sri Lanka is an origin as well as destination country
for men and women trafficked mostly for bonded
labour, but also for commercial sexual exploitation.
Children too are trafficked for commercial sexual
exploitation often linked with the tourism trade. Sri
Lankan nationals, mostly women, migrate for
employment to destination countries such as Kuwait,
Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, initially to work as a domestic
aid but eventually find themselves trapped in
involuntary servitude with appalling working
conditions.

In early 2008 with the gradual demise of Sri Lanka's
2002 Ceasefire Agreement and the escalation of the
conflict which results in men and male children .
vulnerable to falling victim to trafficking, as they

sought jobs and educational opportunities abroad to CT Sreet Drama in Bogawanthalawa
escape forced recruitment or other direct threats of violence. The rapid rise in the cost of living, a lack of
employment opportunities particularly outside of a few principal cities and a resulting decline in optimism
about the future are likely to increase the numbers seeking opportunities outside of their communities,
whether by regular or irregular means.

The 2007 Trafficking in Person (TiP) report from the
U.S. Department of State dropped Sri Lanka to the
Tier 2 Watch List for failure to provide evidence of
increasing efforts to address TiP. The report notes that
Sri Lankan migrant workers - who constitute some
20% of the working-age population - are vulnerable
to falling into involuntary servitude. There are
significant indications that foreign women are
trafficked into Sri Lanka from the former Soviet Union,
China and elsewhere for commercial sexual
exploitation. Many immigration laws and policies in
Sri Lanka consider trafficked women as irregular
migrants and/or prostitutes, rather than as victims of
organized crime, and they are therefore punished with
deportation or imprisonment. Migrant workers report

CT Sreet Drama in Nuwara eliya that labor recruiters promise well-paid jobs in the

cities, or abroad, but then trap them in involuntary servitude. Lack of witness protection deters testifying
but Parliament expects to pass a Victim and Witness Protection Act in 2009.




Organizational capacities

The International Organization for Migration has been working in Sri Lanka since 2002 and has developed
its programmes and expertise significantly, from humanitarian relief to migration management, including
counter-trafficking and labour migration projects.

Since 2002, IOM has worked successfully with GOSL

authorities including the Immigration and Emigration

Department (IED), the Examiner of Questionable

Documents (EQD), the Attorney General’s (AG) Office,

Criminal Investigations Department and other Police

departments, to improve migration management. IOM

supports the Ministry of Foreign Employment

Promotion and Welfare, including the Sri Lankan

Bureau of Foreign Employment (SLBFE), to manage

outward labor migration, and dialogs with members

of the diplomatic community on migration issues. IOM

also works to benefit returned refugees and displaced

populations in Sri Lanka.

IOM Sri Lanka is an active member of the UN Country

Team, the GOSL-led Border Management Working

Group, various Health and Psychosocial forums, and o

the UN HIV/AIDS Theme Working Groups, among CT training for state prosecutors
others.

* Providing logistical support for Sri Lanka in the Bali process to counter trans-national crime.

* Providing customized training, curriculum material and equipment for migration management.
 Technical support on migration management strategies; and on national trafficking law.

» Awareness on UN Protocols, study of TiP laws; seminars on TiP for parliamentarians.

» Facilitated the voluntary return of several Sri Lankan and foreign VoTs.

* Livelihood and psychosocial support to thousands of Sri Lankans vulnerable to TiP.

» HIV/AIDS medical and psychosocial support for internal migrant workers.

* Support to SLBFE to establish and manage eight Migrant Information Desks island-wide .

« Safe migration hotline; media campaigns and awareness for youth and adults.

 Develop a database in order to collect and disseminate information on cases of trafficking.

K ey components

The key components of IOM’s counter trafficking
work could be grouped under three P’s: Prevention,
Protection and Prosecution. Under prosecution,
comprehensive training on identifying and
investigating cases of trafficking for law enforcement
officers is provided, mass media campaigns are
conducted to ensure that the public are informed on
the risks and consequences of human trafficking as a
method of prevention and direct assistance or
assistance through 1OM'’s partners is provided to
victims of trafficking to ensure their protection.
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Technical assistance and capacity

Under its counter-trafficking
programme, 1IOM has been
involved in many policy
discussions and advocated for
the setting up of a National Task
Force on Trafficking in Persons.
As the government recognizes
IOM as the lead agency on
counter trafficking efforts,
IOM’s assistance has been
sought to coordinate the
National Task Force and draft a
National Strategy to combat
trafficking in persons in Sri
Lanka. The strategy would be
based on the draft counter-
trafficking policy that has been
submitted to relevant ministries.

One of the main priorities in
IOM’s activities to address the
problem of counter-trafficking
Is to build the capacity of the
law enforcement officers in
order to increase the number of
prosecutions which remains
quite low due to the lack of
knowledge as well as a lack of
victim and witness protection.

Some positive changes are
expected to occur on this latter
issue as the Parliament is
expected to pass a Victim and
Witness Protection Act in 2009.

IOM continues its collaboration
with the Ministry of Justice
(Mol) and the Attorney
General’s department to increase

convictions by providing
comprehensive training for
prosecutors on human
trafficking and its applicable
laws. Prosecutors explain that
certain Penal Code offences,
including trafficking are
bailable, and bailed suspects
abscond. Prosecutors thus bring
lesser but non-bailable charges
to ensure a trial. The MoJ is
considering how the law might
be amended to address this
situation.

IOM has provided training for
law enforcement officers such
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as the police, immigration and
SLBFE officers to identify,
investigate and prosecute cases
of trafficking.

In order to provide com-
prehensive training, needs
assessments and a KAP survey

was conducted to develop
training materials such as
curriculums, CD’s, information
booklets and leaflets.

So far IOM has with the
assistance of an international
consultant trained 45 selected
trainers from the police and
conducted 13 training
workshops in the districts
covering local police stations.
Over 500 police officers have
been trained on how to identify,
investigate and prosecute cases
of trafficking. Study tours were
conducted to Italy & USA to
enhance the awareness of law
enforcement officers on human
trafficking from an international
perspective.

Following these capacity buil-
ding training programmes,the
law enforcement departments
have initiated islandwide
training programmes for their
officers with technical assistance
from IOM.

Training programmes have also
been conducted for close to 40
state prosecutors of the
Attorney General’s Department
on prosecution and legislation
on trafficking including local
and international laws. These
training sessions also initiated
discussions among the state
prosecutors on victims
throughout the justice process.

CT training for police in Colombo

Victim Assistance

IOM has witnessed a lacuna in government shelters that provide
assistance to identified victims of trafficking and an insufficient
number of trained staff to address the needs of victims. Hence often
NGO shelters are being used to place victims for short periods of
time. However they too depend on international organizations such
as IOM to support repatriation and other assistance. Therefore there
is an urgent need to establish and develop GoSL shelters and train
staff to ensure better and sustainable efforts of assisting victims of

trafficking.
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Public Awar eness

There is a need for increased public awareness on
human trafficking and its harmful consequences, as the
lack of opportunities, low income levels and little
information about migration options leave men and
women particularly vulnerable to traffickers’ false
promises of social and economic security. In 2007, the
Sri Lankan Bureau for Foreign Employment (SLBFE)
rescued girls as young as 13 who had been trained as
domestic workers and were at the airport ready to fly
to the Middle East. IOM also assisted the GoSL to return
25 male migrant workers who traveled legally to Dubai
to work and who were then forcibly moved to Iraqg,
where they were bound to a state of servitude. The
awareness campaigns implemented by the GoSL should
also be strengthened to ensure wider dissemination of

information on safe migration. .. ) L
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I nstitutional development

Under a new initiative by the GoSL through the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Child
Development and Women’s Empowerment has been
assigned the role of focal point for counter-trafficking
and at present chairs the newly established National
Task Force. This initiative is a result of advocacy by
different stakeholders including IOM who have been
working on counter trafficking activities.
It is expected that the newly established task force
would ensure a link is created among different law
enforcement agencies and other stakeholders to co-
ordinate more effectively during the identification
and investigation of cases of human trafficking and
ensure successful prosecutions.

CT training curriculum being handed over to the police

« The need for a national policy and strategy on prevention of trafficking in persons has been expressed
by many stakeholders and advocated by IOM. As a result the national task force on counter trafficking
was established. IOM’s technical assistance has been sought for this newly established task force to
ensure a comprehensive policy and strategy on prevention of trafficking in persons in Sri Lanka.

« The provision of assistance to build the capacity of law enforcement officers to increase prosecutions
of cases of human trafficking and create linkages with relevant government departments to enable
successful prosecutions.

« IOM seeks to provide support for the establishment of GoSL shelters for victims of trafficking with
trained staff to provide direct assistance to the victims including medical, psychosocial and legal
assistance. This will ensure sustained efforts to provide appropriate and immediate assistance to victims.

« Build on previous successful media campaigns to conduct islandwide campaigns to ensure wider
dissemination of information on human trafficking and its harmful consequences and provide information
on safe migration to those who are contemplating migration.

24, Police Park Avenue,Colombo 05
Phone:+94115325300 Fax:+94115325302

E-mail: iomsl@sltnet.lk Website: www.iomsrilanka.org




